When do I need a certificate on the financial statement (CFS) for a Horizon 2020 grant? 
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If the cumulative requested EU contribution is EUR 325 000 or more as reimbursement of actual costs and unit costs calculated by you on the basis of your usual cost-accounting practices (i.e. average personnel costs).

Costs based on lump sums, flat rates (e.g. indirect costs) or unit costs (other than those for personnel costs calculated according to the beneficiary’s usual cost-accounting practices) are not counted for the EUR 325 000 threshold (and don’t need to be covered by the certificate) like the amount paid as pre-financing. Linked third parties must submit a certificate if they themselves (i.e. without taking into account costs claimed by the beneficiary in question) reach the EUR 325 000 threshold.

Within 60 days of the end of the last reporting period, coordinators must submit a final report including a CFS for each beneficiary and each linked third party that requested the contribution indicated above.

If a certificate is required, it must cover all costs declared as actual costs or average personnel costs. Incomplete certificates will be returned for correction.             

Should I ask the auditor to issue one Certificate on the Financial Statements (CFS) per reporting period or for several reporting periods or may he/she only issue a single CFS for the whole H2020 grant? 
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You can use any of the three options. However, you should formally send the certificate on the financial statement(s) (CFS) to the Commission in the final reporting period only, even if the beneficiary/linked third party has reached the EUR 325 000 threshold in previous reporting periods and intermediate CFSs have been issued by the certifying auditor. The Commission will not accept certificates submitted at any other time (and costs incurred for such certificates will not be considered eligible, because they are not necessary).

If you submit several CFS at the end of the action, bear in mind that all reporting periods must be covered.             

 

